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Seville, or the corregedor of Jerez, who would give them the
necessary aid and security for their intended voyages.
101. ABSTRACT FROM THE 'VOYAGE* OF EUSTACHE DE LA FOSSE
TO MINA. 1479-80 *.
Eustache de la Fosse, a native of Tournai, left Bruges at
Easter 1479 and sailed to Spain, landing at Laredo and going to
Seville, whither his master had sent the goods which he was to
take with him to the mine of gold. He found that their factor
had made everything ready in Seville, having put the goods on
the caravel, which had been hired for the voyage. The services
of a pilot of Niebla were secured, and they went to Cadiz. After
a first attempt to put to sea on October 2, they got under way
about eight days later, and in due course reached 'Sapphir [Safi]
in Barbaric*. They saw two Portuguese caravels in the port,
*encmies to us, and we did not want to fight with them*. A
storm off Safi delayed their progress, but the wind veered round
on All Saints' Day (November i), and then they put in to that
port, where some of the crew spoke to the factors of the King of
Portugal. From Safi they went to the isles of Canare, touching
at Lancerot [Lanzarote], and provisioning at Fer [Ferro]; at
Ferro, one of their Genoese mariners deserted. They found
several islands in the group of the Canare, 'as you will find in
the printed work called Le nouveau monde et navigations faictes
par Emeric Vcspuce, Flormtyn'2. From there they sailed to the
river of gold [Rio do Ouro], 'in which river the Spaniards are
accustomed to go to fish every year', on to Cape Blanc, and so
to Cappe do Barbas. Here the coast was low and dangerous;
'and Henry was lost here, the factor of Thomas Perrot, mer-
chant of Bruges, which factor ruined his master, and by this
cause and others made him bankrupt; his said ship was broken
on the shores of the said gulf, and they were cast on the land
1 Revue hi$paniquet iv, 174-201.
* The Mundus nwus of Amerigo Vespucci was printed in Paris, in 1516.
Professor Alborto Magnaghi considers that it was a forgery (Amerigo V&-
pucrit 2 vota, Rome; ^924), Forgery, or otherwise, the date of its publication
enables us to Icarn that Eustache de la Fosse did not write the narrative of
his 'Voyage* until after 1516,